
Summer Reading Assignment for students in English 1117/1119 

Season of Life by Jeffrey Marx 

Your assignment is to compile reading notes that will be turned in and checked for a grade on 

the first day of classes.  Please follow the guidelines below to complete your notes: 

I. Characters: The characters of Jeffrey Marx and Joe Ehrmann are the two most 

important characters in the story.  As you read, please take notes about these 

characters.  You should have at least ½ a page of notes on EACH character (at least 

one page total). Your notes should include the following details: 

 

 Where are these men from?  

 How did they meet? 

 What does each do for a living? 

 What do we learn about these men as a result of their work?  

 What are their relationships with their families like?  

 Include anything else important that you learned about these characters. 

 

II. Setting:  Describe Memorial Stadium in Baltimore, Maryland, and explain why this 

stadium is so important to both Jeffrey and Joe.  This should be a paragraph of at 

least ½ page in length. 

      Your paragraph should include the following details: 

 

  a good physical description of the stadium (both as Jeff remembers it as a 

child and as it appears when he is an adult) 

  an explanation of its importance to the two main characters 

 a description of how the stadium connects the two main characters 

 

III. In chapter 4, a tragic event changes Joe Ehrmann’s life. In a paragraph of at least ½ a 

page, explain the event and explain what kind of an impact it had on him.  Be sure to 

explain how this event changed his life.  Use at least one quote from Joe that 

demonstrates how much this event changed his life. 

 

IV. Describe “The Door” and explain what its purpose is (at least 4 sentences). 

 

V. One major theme in this story is “being a man built for others.”  Find 5 quotes from 

different points in the story (beginning, middle, and end) that support this theme 



and write them down (please include the page number where you found the quote 

next to it).  Next to each quote, explain briefly how the quote shows this theme. 

 

 

V. Personal Reaction (1/2 - 1 page):  Write a well-developed paragraph with specific details 
that answers the following questions: 

 

 After reading this book, Steve Moulton, from ESPN Radio, said, “This is a life-
changing book. You’d have to be a slug on a rock not to be impacted by the 
messages in this book.” Do you agree or disagree? Explain. 

 

 Did this book affect your opinion on our society’s traditional views of masculinity 
and what it means to be a man? Explain. 

 

 Did you enjoy the book or not? Would you recommend it to a friend? Why or 
why not? 

 

 

     Be prepared to write an essay within the first week of classes.  (Do nothing now other than            

     follow directions above.) 

 


