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Theology
011, 012, 019 Hebrew 
Scriptures
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Required for all fresh-
men. Note: Students in course 019 must 
also be in English 119.

Description: This course invites stu-
dents to explore the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The major themes that are addressed 
include creation and the origin of life, 
the covenant relationship between God 
and the Hebrew people, the history of the 
people from the Exodus through the Exile 
and the age of the prophets. The students 
will also develop a deeper understanding 
of how God has worked in human history 
and still works in the present. In light of 
our mission as a Catholic school, students 
will reflect on prayer and the liturgy of 
the Church in preparation for school 
celebrations and parish participation. 
Part two of this course develops the issue 
of sexuality from a Catholic perspective. 
This course is designed to help the stu-
dents think through the many choices 
and decisions they must make in order 
to develop healthy, loving relationships.

022, 023 Christian 
Scriptures, Part 1
(1 semester) 1/2 credit

024, 026 Christian 
Scriptures, Part 2
(1 semester) 1/2 credit

027 Christian Scriptures
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Required for all sopho-
mores.

Description: This course explores the 
life of Jesus as told through each of the 
four gospels and the early Church as it 
is experienced through the writings of 
Paul. Students will study the religious and 
political world of Jesus and the daily life 
of the Jewish people, as they consider the 
historical setting of Jesus’ life and minis-
try. The seven sacraments of the Roman 
Catholic tradition will be integrated at 
appropriate times.

033, 034, 036 Ethics and 
Morality 
(1 semester) 1/2 credit

037, 038, 039 Social Justice
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
Prerequisites: Required for all juniors.

Description: This course formally 
introduces students to the principles of 
Christian morality and encourages per-
sonal responsibility for moral decision-
making based on the Christian view of 
the value and dignity of all life and on the 
ethical stance of Jesus. Students develop a 
framework to be aware of and to monitor 
their own behavior. They will examine 
how their moral values were formed and 
compare them to the example of Jesus 
and the teachings of the Church. The 
second semester applies the principles 

of justice and peace to specific personal, 
local and global moral and social justice 
issues while emphasizing the key themes 
from Scripture and Catholic Social Teach-
ing. Students’ experiences of junior ser-
vice will deepen their understanding of 
social justice issues that will be studied.

041, 043, 044 World 
Religions 
(1 semester – Fall) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Required for all seniors 
except those enrolled in the service 
course.

DESCRIPTION: World Religions, taught in 
the first semester, features an examination 
of the nature of religion as a means of 
answering fundamental, ultimate ques-
tions that are a part of human critical 
thinking. The course then considers the 
major religions of the world and how they 
have developed as a result of attempts to 
answer these questions.

046, 047, 048 Christian 
Lifestyles 
(1 semester – Spring) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Required for all seniors 
not taking Course 052 Senior Spirituality 
Seminar.

DESCRIPTION: In the Christian Lifestyles 
course, students learn that the applica-
tion of Gospel values to everyday life is 
at the heart of their search for identity 
and spirituality as children of God and 
co-creators of life, leading to the develop-
ment of their own lifestyle and prayer life 
based on this understanding. This course 
concludes with a major reflection paper 
on the student’s philosophy of life.

051 / 852 Christian Service
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
Prerequisites: Open to seniors who 
have demonstrated a previous commit-
ment to social justice. Selections are made 
by the campus ministry and theology 
departments. (Be sure to register with all 
three course numbers)

Description: Students will take the 
Christian Service course in one semester 
and take the Christian Lifestyles in the 
other semester. The Christian Service 
course exposes students to social prob-
lems and presents unique opportunities 
for utilizing one’s Christian values and 
talents in service to others. Students are 
involved in programs which serve the 
elderly, persons with special needs, and 
elementary students. Students will work 
at an approved agency and written assign-
ments will assist in the processing of their 
experience. Theology, study hall, and 
lunch periods combine for a three period 
block in which students engage in service 
off campus three days per week and reflect 
on their experiences the other two days. 
In the Christian Lifestyles course, stu-
dents learn that the application of Gospel 
values to everyday life is at the heart of 
their search for identity and spirituality 
as children of God and co-creators of life, 
leading to the development of their own 
lifestyle and prayer life based on this un-
derstanding. This course concludes with 
a major reflection paper on the student’s 
philosophy of life.

052 Senior Spirituality 
Seminar
(1 semester – Spring) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing with 
department approval and registration in 
World Religions.

DESCRIPTION: This course for senior year 
explores the relationship between faith, 
prayer, and action. It focuses on the lives 
and theologies of contemporary and 20th 
Century Christians who have embodied 
and engaged spirituality. Students will 
study the spirituality of religious think-
ers, musicians, artists, and activists. The 
course will emphasize a holistic approach 
to spirituality.

ENGLISH
111 Honors Foundations 
in Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit

113, 115, 117 Foundations 
in Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Placement by adminis-
tration using placement exam scores and 
past performance as guidelines.

DESCRIPTION: This course helps students 
master the components of a traditional 
English program: grammar, composition, 
vocabulary development, public speak-
ing, reading, research, and literature. 
Special emphasis is put on reading com-
prehension, sentence structure, and the 
basics of composition.

110 Reading I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Placement in 119.

DESCRIPTION: This team-taught course 
helps students develop and enhance their 
reading skills.

119 English I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Placement in 110.

DESCRIPTION: This team-taught course 
helps students develop and enhance their 
skills in grammar, composition, vocabu-
lary development, public speaking, and 
research techniques.

121 Honors American 
Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit

123, 125, 127 American 
Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Sophomore standing 
and placement by the English depart-
ment.

Description: In this course students 
gain an understanding of American 

literature as they continue developing 
their skills in writing, grammar, usage, 
composition, vocabulary development, 
public speaking, reading, and research.

129 English II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing 
and placement by the English depart-
ment. Students in this class must also be 
enrolled in 120.

DESCRIPTION: In this course students 
will continue to develop their skills in 
writing, grammar, usage, composition, 
vocabulary development, public speak-
ing, reading, and research.

131 Honors British 
Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit

133, 135, 137, 139 
British Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Junior standing and 
placement by the English department.

DESCRIPTION: This course provides stu-
dents with a study of British literature as 
they continue developing their skills in 
writing, grammar, usage, vocabulary de-
velopment, public speaking, and research. 
The course also provides a unit that helps 
students prepare for standardized tests 
(e.g., PSAT, SAT, and ACT).

140 AP English Language 
and Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing; suc-
cessful completion of 131 or 132; and 
departmental approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course – designed for 
students already capable of college level 
work – engages students in becoming 
skilled readers of prose written in a vari-
ety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 
contexts and in becoming skilled writers 
who compose for a variety of purposes. 
Students are encouraged but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

141 AP English Literature
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, Honors 
British Literature and Composition, and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: AP Literature – designed 
for students already capable of college 
level work – focuses on the study of 
novels, drama, and poetry. Students are 
encouraged but not required to sit for the 
College Board AP exam.
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142 Honors Seminar 
in Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit

143, 145, 147, 149 Senior 
Seminar in Literature and 
Composition
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing and 
placement by the English department.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore classics 
of world literature as well as contempo-
rary fiction and non-fiction. There is an 
emphasis on writing skills including work 
on college application essays and a formal 
research paper.

153 Honors Journalism
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. Signature of current 
English teacher is required.

DESCRIPTION: This lab course explores 
the basics of journalistic practices includ-
ing news theory, interviewing, reporting, 
and writing news stories for Xavier News.

154 Honors Advanced 
Journalism
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 153 and 
signature of journalism teacher.

DESCRIPTION: Students will refine and 
expand on their basic journalism skills 
and learn fundamentals of editing and 
layout.

155 Introduction to Speech
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors.

157 Honors Introduction 
to Speech
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors with an A or B in 
English.

DESCRIPTION: Students will explore 
and perform a variety of public speaking 
activities including traditional speeches, 
debates, comic presentations, and the use 
of Power Point and teleprompters. The 
course helps shy students gain confidence 
and energetic students learn to channel 
their energy into a polished form.

158 Broadcast Journalism
(2 semesters) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors. Students must com-
plete an application and be selected by 
the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students enrolled in this 
independent study class will produce 
WSTX’s daily shows and prepare feature 
stories for WSTX. The work for this course 
will be completed entirely outside of 
school hours. Students will learn to con-
struct effective television news stories. 
Topics will include writing, videography, 
editing, and storytelling as they relate to 
news production.

World 
LANGUAGES

200 Honors Spanish 
Conversation
(2 semesters M, W, F) 1/2 credit

201 Spanish Conversation
(2 semesters M, W, F) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of at least 
Spanish 233/235/254 with a minimum 
of a B and department approval. This is 
generally a junior / senior course.

DESCRIPTION: This course focuses on 
oral communication skills. Students will 
lead and participate in a variety of speak-

ing activities based on vocabulary and 
readings studied in the class. Vocabulary 
acquisition and increased fluency are 
the primary goals of the class. Students 
may take this course in lieu of fourth or 
fifth year Spanish or in addition to those 
courses. The class will meet Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. The students will 
report to study hall the other two days of 
the week.

211 Honors French I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores with department approval. 
Juniors and seniors with a special interest 
in French may also elect this course, with 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 226 with 
greater emphasis on developing and uti-
lizing the four language skills.

221 Honors French II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: French 211 and depart-
ment approval. This is generally a sopho-
more course.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 236 with 
an increased focus on developing conver-
sational, reading, and writing skills.

226 French I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores 
who are beginning a language and to any 
junior or senior.

DESCRIPTION: This course is an introduc-
tion to the French language. Emphasis is 
placed on the acquisition of the four lan-
guage skills – listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing as well as basic grammatical 
structures and forms which are presented 
in oral conversational situations. The 
course also offers an introduction to the 
cultures of the French speaking peoples 
of the world.

231 Honors French III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
French 221 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: More intense practice in 
the skills of listening and conversation. 
Frequent practice in both reading and 
writing, as well as selected readings from 
Francophone literature and cultural and 
historical selections. The more complex 
grammatical structures and forms are 
studied by means of audio-lingual exer-
cises and oral and written composition.

234 French III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: French 236 with a grade 
of C or better and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: More advanced practice 
in the skills of listening and speaking. 
Special attention is given to developing 
the reading skills by frequent practice 
with contemporary selections, word study 
exercises, and conversation exercises. The 
more complex grammatical structures 
and forms are studied by means of audio-
lingual practice and varied exercises in 
composition and conversation.

236 French II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: French 226 and depart-
ment approval. This is generally a junior 
course.

DESCRIPTION: Continued development 
of skill and understanding in listening 
and speaking. There is an increased atten-
tion given to grammatical structures and 
forms which are presented in context and 
conversations. There is an increased prac-
tice in reading and writing. The culture 
and civilization of the French speaking 
peoples is further explored.

241 Honors French IV
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: French 231 with a mini-
mum of a B and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course develops pro-
ficiency in the use of French by intensive 
practice in listening, conversation, read-
ing and writing. A more detailed study 
of French life and culture is undertaken 
through selected literary works. Students 
will be expected to use the French lan-
guage in all phases of the course work.

244 French IV
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: French 234 with a grade 
of C or better and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the study of French grammar 
and vocabulary in more complex forms. 
There is a greater emphasis on vocabu-
lary building and usage of the language 
in spoken form. Further development of 
reading and writing skills will be stressed 
as well. Students will further to develop 
their abilities to complete oral and written 
reports in French. Conversation skills will 
be stressed. A broader study of the cus-
toms and cultures of the French-speaking 
world will be presented.

251 AP French Language
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
French 241 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course offers inten-
sive practice in the use of the spoken and 
written language. Emphasis will be placed 
on perfecting oral communication skills 
and expository writing. Students will be 
expected to use French in all phases of the 
course work. Appropriate readings dealing 
with culture, history and language will be 
presented. Students are encouraged but 
not required to sit for the College Board 
AP exam.

212 Honors German I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores with department approval. 
Juniors and seniors with a special interest 
in German may also elect this course with 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 227 with 
greater emphasis on developing and uti-
lizing the four language skills.

222 Honors German II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: German 212 and de-
partment approval. This is generally a 
sophomore course.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 237 with 
an increased focus on developing conver-
sational, reading, and writing skills.

227 German I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores 
who are beginning language and to any 
junior or senior.

DESCRIPTION: This course introduces a 
basic knowledge of the German language 
and strives to familiarize the student 
with several fundamental grammatical 
structures, such as the simple sentence. 
Vocabulary is presented and the student 
is introduced to hearing and understand-
ing basic German, as well as using it in 
structured situations. Reading and writing 
skills are also presented and practiced. 
Students will be introduced to the culture 
and civilization of the German speaking 
world.

232 Honors German III 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: An A or B in German 
222 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 239 with 
increased emphasis on refining the use of 
the German language, the acquisition of 
idiomatic expressions and a greater focus 
on vocabulary building through the use 
of authentic texts.

237 German II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: German 227 and depart-
ment approval. This is generally a junior 
course.

DESCRIPTION: This course, as an exten-
sion of German I, develops a further 
understanding of the German language. 
Grammatical structures gradually become 
more complicated and more vocabulary 
is learned. The skills of listening, writ-
ing, and reading are further developed 
and oral communication is stressed and 
strengthened. Listening comprehension 
exercises become more complex, while 
reading passages, word study, and writing 
exercises widen their scope.

239 German III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: German 237 with a C or 
better and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the study of German grammar 
in more complex forms. This includes 
the study of more refined and idiomatic 
expressions. There is a greater emphasis 
on vocabulary building. Further develop-
ment of reading and writing skills, includ-
ing the ability to give oral and written 
reports is stressed. A broader knowledge of 
the customs and cultures of the German 
speaking world is presented.

242 Honors German IV 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: German 232 with a min-
imum of a B and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course includes sig-
nificant readings from German literature, 
both past and contemporary, oral reports 
dealing with aspects of German culture, 
written composition and development 
and conversational skills. Students will 
be expected to use the German language 
in all phases of the course work.

271 AP German Language
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
German 242 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course offers inten-
sive practice in the use of spoken and writ-
ten German. Students will be expected to 
use the German language in all phases of 
the course work. Emphasis will be placed 
on perfecting oral communication skills 
and narrative writing. In order to facilitate 
class discussions, outside readings, chosen 
by the instructor, dealing with German 
history, culture and literature will be 
presented. Students are encouraged but 
not required to sit for the College Board 
AP exam.

213 Honors Spanish I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores with department approval. 
Juniors and seniors with a special interest 
in Spanish may also elect this course with 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 228 with 
added emphasis on development of oral 
proficiency skills and basic writing. There 
will be a focus on vocabulary acquisition 
and use and grammatical structure.

215 Spanish I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores who are beginning a lan-
guage. Open also to juniors or seniors 
who have already completed their lan-
guage requirement in another language.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 228 with 
a focus on vocabulary acquisition and use 
and grammatical structure.
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223 Honors Spanish II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 213 with a 
minimum of a B or 215 with an A and 
department approval. This is generally a 
sophomore course.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 238 with 
added emphasis on utilizing the four 
language skills, especially focusing on 
developing oral and written communica-
tion skills.

224 Honors Spanish II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Department approval 
based upon freshman high school place-
ment test, previous language experience, 
and Spanish placement test scores. This 
is generally a freshman course.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 238 with 
added emphasis on utilizing the four 
language skills, especially focusing on de-
veloping oral and written communication 
skills. Emphasis will be put on developing 
the grammatical and vocabulary foun-
dation needed for further high school 
honors language study.

225 Spanish II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 215 and de-
partment approval. This is generally a 
sophomore/junior course.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Course 238 with 
a focus on developing the four language 
skills more fully.

228 Spanish I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores 
who are beginning a language and to any 
junior or senior.

DESCRIPTION: This is a first year course, 
introducing the student to the Spanish 
language. Listening, pronunciation, and 
speaking, mostly repetition, are initially 
stressed. A vocabulary base on which 
the students will build is presented. The 
study of grammatical forms, through pat-
terned drills and eventually free response 
drills enable the student to use, in a very 
guided manner, the grammatical forms 
and the vocabulary. As the students 
progress, reading and writing skills are 
introduced. Students will be introduced 
to the culture and customs of the Spanish 
speaking world.

230 Introduction to 
Spanish I 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: This is generally a ju-
nior course. Concurrent enrollment in 
English 139.

DESCRIPTION: This course is an intro-
duction to the Spanish language and the 
cultures of the Spanish speaking world. 
Emphasis will be on vocabulary, basic 
grammar points, and cultural awareness.

233 Honors Spanish III 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 223/224 with 
a minimum of a B and department ap-
proval.

DESCRIPTION: This course presents an 
intensive study of Spanish grammar. Lit-
erary analysis is introduced through the 
reading of selected short works in Spanish 
literature. A cultural and historical survey 
of Spain is presented. More intensive 
listening and speaking skills are stressed 
as all class discussion is in Spanish. More 
complex writing skills are introduced and 
developed as students will write analytical 
and research essays.

235 Spanish III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 225 with a grade 
of C or better and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course offers more 
advanced practice in the skills of listen-
ing and speaking. Emphasis is given to 
the development of vocabulary, word 
study exercises, and the incorporation 

of vocabulary into oral communication 
activities. More complex grammatical 
structures are studied and used in various 
exercises and activities in both writing 
and speaking.

238 Spanish II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 228 and depart-
ment approval. This is generally a junior 
course.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the development of the basic 
skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The same approach as used in 
Spanish I is employed, but the vocabulary 
and the grammatical structures become 
more sophisticated. Oral communication 
is stressed and strengthened.

240 Introduction to 
Spanish II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 230 and depart-
ment approval. This is a senior course.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the study of the Spanish lan-
guage and the Spanish speaking world. 
Emphasis continues to be on developing 
vocabulary, basic grammar points, and 
cultural awareness.

243 Honors Spanish IV 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
Prerequisites: Spanish 233 with a min-
imum of a B and department approval. 

Description: An overview of Latin 
American history, literature, and culture 
is presented. There are frequent oral and 
written grammar reviews and continued 
perfection of written discourse is stressed. 
Students will be expected to use the Span-
ish language in all phases of the course 
work.

246 Spanish IV
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 235/254 with 
a grade of B and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the a study of Spanish grammar 
and vocabulary in more depth. Emphasis 
will be placed on vocabulary building 
and language usage. Students will be-
come more independent in their use of 
the language and further develop their 
abilities to communicate in spoken and 
written Spanish. Grammar will continue 
to be of importance as students develop 
their abilities to complete oral and writ-
ten reports in Spanish. Conversation 
skills will be stressed. A broader study of 
the customs and cultures of the Spanish 
speaking world will be presented.

252 AP Spanish Language
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
Spanish 243 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course offers inten-
sive practice in the use of spoken and 
written Spanish. Students will be expected 
to use the Spanish language in all phases 
of the course work. Emphasis will be 
placed on perfecting oral communication 
skills and expository writing. In order to 
facilitate class discussions, outside read-
ings will be presented, chosen by the 
instructor and dealing with Peninsular 
and Latin American culture. Students are 
encouraged but not required to sit for the 
College Board AP exam.

254 Spanish III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 238 with a C or 
better and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course continues 
building on the vocabulary and grammar 
content of Course 238. More advanced 
practice in the skills of listening and 
speaking will be presented. Special at-
tention is given to the development and 
utilization of vocabulary. Students will 
continue to explore the cultures of the 
peoples of the Spanish speaking world.

253 Honors Chinese I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores who are beginning a lan-
guage. Also open to juniors and seniors 
with a special interest who have complet-
ed their language requirement in another 
language. Department approval required.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Chinese 255 with 
a greater emphasis on developing and us-
ing the four language skills.

255 Chinese I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen and 
sophomores who are beginning a lan-
guage. Also open to juniors and seniors 
who have completed their language re-
quirement in another language.

DESCRIPTION: This course gives the stu-
dent a solid grounding in the fundamen-
tals of basic standard Chinese (Mandarin) 
in both its spoken and written forms. 
The focus of the course will be on all 
four language skills (listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing) with an emphasis 
on the spoken language and mastery of 
the tones. Students will learn to write the 
simplified characters used in the People’s 
Republic of China. The study of China’s 
history and culture will be a significant 
part of the class.

263 Honors Chinese II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Chinese 253 with a min-
imum of a B and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the study of basic standard Chi-
nese (Mandarin) in its spoken and written 
forms. More emphasis will be placed on 
developing listening, reading, and con-
versational skills. A further, more in depth 
study of writing skills will be featured. The 
course will follow with the cultural focus 
presented in Honors Chinese I.

265 Chinese II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES:  Chinese 255 and de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a continu-
ation of the study of basic standard Chi-
nese (Mandarin) in its spoken and written 
forms. More emphasis will be placed on 
developing listening, reading, and con-
versational skills. A further, more in depth 
study of writing skills will be featured.

273 Honors Chinese III
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Chinese 263 with a min-
imum of a B and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: In this third year course, 
students will continue to expand their 
knowledge of the basics of Chinese gram-
mar, increase their vocabulary and mas-
tery of the spoken language, and master 
another 250-300 characters. Emphasis 
will still be on speaking, but reading 
and writing skills will constitute a larger 
segment of the course. Students will also 
expand their knowledge of Chinese cul-
ture and history. 

284 Honors Chinese IV
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
Chinese 273 and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course continues the 
intensive study of the Chinese language 
with culture, current events, history, and 
literature. Students improve their oral and 
written expression, listening, and read-
ing skills, with regular compositions and 
presentations. Students will be expected 
to use Chinese in practically all phases of 
course work and increase their linguistic 
knowledge to well over 1,000 characters.

MATHEMATICS
CALCULATORS: Students must have a 
graphing calculator for Algebra II classes 
and above. The preferred calculator, at 
this time, is the TI-84 Plus or any in the 
TI-84 series. Students will learn the proper 
use of this powerful technology as well as 
the appropriate paper and pencil methods 
so they may become well-rounded math 
students. Every math course will allow for 
the appropriate use of calculators.

301 Advanced Honors 
Geometry/Algebra II (Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen. 
Placement is based on placement test 
score, Algebra exit exam score, and/or 
teacher recommendations.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
traditional topics of Euclidean Geometry 
with an emphasis on logical reasoning. 
Upon finishing the Geometry content, 
students will begin their study of Algebra 
II (for Algebra II information, see course 
330). The material in this course is pre-
sented at an accelerated pace.

302 Honors Algebra I/II 
(Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as Course 301.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
topics of Algebra, emphasizing the de-
velopment of critical thinking skills, 
the application of algebraic concepts to 
real-life problems, and the translation of 
data into mathematical symbols. Students 
need a thorough knowledge of operations 
on whole numbers and rational numbers. 
Upon finishing the Algebra I content, 
students will begin their study of Algebra 
II (for Algebra II information, see course 
330). The material in this course is pre-
sented at an accelerated pace.

313 Honors Algebra I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as Course 301.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
topics of Algebra, emphasizing the de-
velopment of critical thinking skills, 
the application of algebraic concepts to 
real-life problems, and the translation of 
data into mathematical symbols. Students 
need a thorough knowledge of operations 
on whole numbers and rational numbers.

315, 317 Algebra I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to freshmen. 
Placement is based on placement test 
score and teacher recommendations.

DESCRIPTION: See the description for 
course 313.

319 Algebra I (Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as Course 315 
and 317.

DESCRIPTION: Students will begin their 
study of Algebra I with emphasis on solv-
ing equations, applying algebraic con-
cepts to real-life problems, and reviewing 
and strengthening arithmetic skills.

320 Honors Geometry/
Algebra II (Part 2)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 302 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 302. Students will study the 
traditional topics of Euclidean Geometry 
with an emphasis on logical reasoning. 
Upon finishing the Geometry content, 
students will complete their study of 
Algebra II (for Algebra II information, see 
course 330). The material in this course is 
presented at an accelerated pace.
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321 Advanced Honors 
Algebra II (Part 2)/
Precalculus (Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 301 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 301. Students will complete 
their study of Algebra II and begin their 
study of Precalculus (for Precalculus in-
formation, see course 331). The material 
in this course is presented at an acceler-
ated pace.

323 Honors Geometry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 313 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
traditional topics of Euclidean Geometry 
with an emphasis on logical reasoning. To 
reach Calculus in grade 12, sophomores may 
take this course concurrently with 330 with 
department approval.

325, 327 Geometry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 315, 317 and/or 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: See the description for 
course 323.

328 Algebra I (Part 2)/
Geometry (Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 319 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 319. Students will complete 
their study of Algebra 1 and begin their 
study of Geometry (for Geometry infor-
mation, see course 323).

330 Honors Algebra II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 323 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
topics of Algebra II with an ongoing 
emphasis on critical thinking skills and 
real-life applications. Topics include 
solving systems of equations, properties 
of functions (quadratic, polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic), 
matrices, conic sections, complex num-
bers, sequences, and graphical approaches 
to Algebra. To reach Calculus in grade 12, 
sophomores may take this course concurrently 
with 323 with department approval.

331 Honors Precalculus
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 320 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This junior course is 
designed to follow course 320. Students 
will advance their study of the properties 
of functions. They will also study the 
traditional topics of Trigonometry. Other 
topics include conic sections, parametric 
equations and their graphs, polar equa-
tions and their graphs, sequences and 
series, some topics in equation theory, 
and an introduction to limits.

334 Geometry (Part 2) / 
Algebra II (Part 1)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 328 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 328. Students will complete 
their study of Geometry and begin their 
study of Algebra II (for Algebra II informa-
tion, see course 335).

335, 337 Algebra II
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 325, 327 and/or 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
topics of Algebra II with an ongoing 
emphasis on critical thinking skills and 
real-life applications. Topics include 

solving systems of equations, properties 
of functions (quadratic, polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic), 
matrices, complex numbers, and graphi-
cal approaches to Algebra.

338 Honors Precalculus 
(Part 2)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 321 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 321 (first semester juniors). 
Students will complete their study of 
Precalculus (for Precalculus information, 
see course 331).

344 Introduction to 
Probability and Statistics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of any Alge-
bra II course and/or department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed as 
an alternative to Precalculus for seniors. 
Students will study the applications of 
statistics and probability to real-life situa-
tions. Topics include descriptive statistics, 
frequency and probability distributions, 
and experimental techniques.

345 Precalculus
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 335 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students will advance their 
study of solving equations and the proper-
ties of functions. They will also study the 
traditional topics of Trigonometry.

351 Honors Precalculus 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 330 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This senior course is 
designed to follow 330. Students will 
advance their study of the properties of 
functions. They will also study the tra-
ditional topics of Trigonometry. Other 
topics include conic sections, parametric 
equations and their graphs, polar equa-
tions and their graphs, sequences and 
series, some topics in equation theory, 
and an introduction to limits.

356 Algebra Applications 
with Trigonometry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 337 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed as 
an alternative to Precalculus for seniors. 
Students will strengthen their Algebra 
skills through review, the use of technol-
ogy, and data exploration. Topics include 
an introduction to Trigonometry and 
Probability and Statistics.

357 Algebra II (Part 2)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 334 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 334. Students will complete 
their study of Algebra II.

390 Honors Calculus (Part 
1)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 338 and depart-
ment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed 
to follow course 338 (second semester 
juniors). Students will begin their study 
of Calculus (for Calculus information, see 
course 391).

391 AP Calculus (BC)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 331 and depart-
ment approval. 

DESCRIPTION: This course is an inten-
sive full-year course in the Calculus of 
functions of a single variable, including 
topics in infinite series. This course covers 

the material of two semesters of college 
calculus. Students are encouraged but not 
required to sit for the College Board AP 
exam. Concurrent enrollment in AP or 
Honors Physics is encouraged.

393 AP Calculus (AB)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 331 and/or de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a full-year 
course in the Calculus of a single vari-
able. This course covers the material of 
one semester of college calculus. Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP exam. Concurrent 
enrollment in AP or Honors Physics is 
encouraged.

394 AP Calculus (BC)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 390 and depart-
ment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
follow course 390. Students will complete 
their study of Calculus. With course 390, 
this course covers the material of two 
semesters of college calculus. Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP exam. Concurrent 
enrollment in AP or Honors Physics is 
encouraged.

395 AP Statistics
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of, or 
concurrent enrollment in, Honors Pre-
calculus.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study the 
major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from 
data. The four broad conceptual themes 
of the course are exploring data (observ-
ing patterns and departures from pat-
terns), planning a study (deciding what 
and how to measure), anticipating pat-
terns (producing models using probability 
theory and simulations), and statistical 
inference (confirming models). Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP exam.

COMPUTER 
COURSES

347 Computer Applications
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Department approval 
(Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors).

DESCRIPTION: This course introduces 
the student to the fundamental uses of 
microcomputer applications. Applica-
tion software, namely Office 2007, will 
be used to help the student master word 
processing, use of a spreadsheet, Power 
Point, and a database. Other topics will 
include keyboarding, business graph-
ics, and telecommunications. Students 
electing this course should be prepared 
to spend some non-class time on the 
computer terminals.

349 HTML & Web Page 
Design (Honors)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Department approval 
(Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors).

DESCRIPTION: Students will be intro-
duced to the development and mainte-
nance of a Web Page using both HTML 
and other tools such as DreamWeaver to 
design their own Web Pages.

375 Advanced Web 
Techniques (Honors)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 349.

DESCRIPTION: Students in this course will 
learn Macromedia DreamWeaver, Macro-
media FLASH, and Macromedia Fireworks. 
These are powerful Web tools, used to 
create colorful, animated Web pages. This 
course will also include exploration of Web 
techniques such as Cascading Style Sheets, 
XML, JavaScript and security.

367 Computer Animation 
and Robotics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

DESCRIPTION: This exciting course 
introduces students to logical thinking 
and elementary object-oriented computer 
programming. Students will explore the 
world of robotics, building and program-
ming robotic equipment. Students will 
learn to use ALICE, a software tool that 
was developed to help teach object-
oriented programming in a less syntax-
intensive and highly motivating environ-
ment. Students also will be introduced to 
the Java programming language.

373 AP Programming in 
Java
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
Prerequisites: Department approval.

DESCRIPTION: The course will explore 
the use of Java language, including the 
technique of Object Oriented Program-
ming; design and use of classes, meth-
ods, interfaces, and inheritance will be 
explored; the manipulation of simple and 
structured data types with various control 
structures will be studied; simple applica-
tions and applets for the internet will be 
created. Students are encouraged but not 
required to take course 374 as well.

374 AP Data Structures In 
Java
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 373 and depart-
ment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course will investi-
gate the concepts of data structures and 
the creation of the various structures 
using different classes and methods as-
sociated with Java; the course will explore 
the various structures such as linked lists, 
tables, and trees. The data structures 
course is only open to students who have 
taken AP Java. The student should expect 
to spend additional time outside of class 
time in the lab doing exercises. Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP “A” exam.

SCIENCE
ALL COURSES OFFERED IN THE SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT ARE CONSIDERED LAB 
SCIENCES.

411 Honors Biology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing and 
department approval.	

DESCRIPTION: This course covers mo-
lecular, cellular, and systematic aspects 
of modern biology. Topics include atomic 
chemistry, biochemistry, plant vs. animal 
cells, photosynthesis, respiration, fermen-
tation, meiosis, mitosis, nucleic acids, 
protein synthesis, genetics, taxonomy, 
evolution, microorganisms, botany, and 
zoology. The reading level is high and 
the pace swift. 

413, 415 Biology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers cellu-
lar biology, botany, and zoology. Topics 
include scientific method, chemistry of 
life, cell structure and function, genetics, 
evolution, bacteria, taxonomy, plants, 
animals, and humans.

417, 419 Introduction to 
Physical Science (IPS)
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing and 
placement by department.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers basic 
principles of science centered on the 
atomic model of matter in a hands-on, 
laboratory centered, inquiry based ap-
proach. Laboratory skills and scientific 
reasoning skills are emphasized.
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421 Honors Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing, a 
minimum of a B in math 301 or 302, as 
well as in Honors Biology 411, and depart-
ment approval.

DESCRIPTION: Emphasis in the course is 
placed on experimentation, observation, 
and intuitive reasoning. Topics include 
Matter and Energy, Atomic structure, Avo-
gadro’s number and the mole, radioactiv-
ity, electron configuration, periodicity, 
bonding, gas laws, solutions, acids, bases, 
and salts. The student will be expected to 
handle fairly difficult material relation-
ships and reasoning processes.

425 Environmental 
Science
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing 
and completion of Biology.

DESCRIPTION: This course will focus on 
the relationship between humans and 
their geological surroundings. It helps 
students develop knowledge and skills 
through concept exploration, develop-
ment, and application phases. The course 
features student-driven inquiry into envi-
ronmental issues that require application 
of geological, geographical, and techno-
logical understandings and tools. Topics 
studied include earth systems, ecology, 
environmental changes, water, soil, us-
ing the Earth’s energy resources, mining, 
and the nature of science and technology. 
The curriculum uses material developed 
by the U. S. Geological Society and the 
American Geological Institute.

427, 429 Biology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing 
and completion of IPS 417 or 419.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers the 
cell, plants, animals, ecology, physiology, 
and genetics. Emphasis is on the human 
aspects of biology.

431 Honors Physics
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Junior standing, a 
minimum of a B in Honors Chemistry, as 
well as in Honors math, and department 
approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers the 
fundamental laws of physics. Included 
are measurement; linear, projectile, and 
angular motion; force; statics and dynam-
ics; torque, work, power, momentum, and 
energy. Also included are Electromagnetic 
forces and fields, potential, simple DC-AC 
circuitry, and induction; waves, sound, 
and optics. All problems involve concep-
tual reasoning skills and mathematical 
solutions will be algebraic and geometric 
in nature.

433 Honors Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing, a 
minimum of a B in Honors Biology 411, 
as well as in math 313, or junior stand-
ing, a minimum of a B in math 323, and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Honors Chem-
istry 421.

435 Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing 
with an A in Biology 413 and Algebra 315 
and department approval. Junior stand-
ing, Anatomy 445 or Earth Space 448, 
and concurrent registration in math 335.

DESCRIPTION: This is a comprehensive 
course in chemistry with a balanced 
combination of theories, practical appli-
cations, problem solving and laboratory 
work. Topics include atomic structure, 
matter and energy, periodic table, ionic 
and covalent compounds/bonding, molar 
mass conversion, stoichiometry, solu-
tions, gas laws, acids, bases, electro and 
nuclear chemistry.

437 Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Junior standing, Biol-
ogy 427, and concurrent enrollment in 
math 337.

DESCRIPTION: This course concentrates 
on the fundamental principles of chem-
istry and problem solving. Topics include 
atomic structure, the periodic table, 
bonding, molar conversions, balancing 
equations, and gas laws.

438 Forensic Science
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, Chem-
istry 435, and concurrent registration in 
Physics 443.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers basic 
principles and uses of forensic science 
in crime scene investigations. Crime 
scene analysis techniques include fo-
rensic anthropology, ballistics, botany, 
entomology, physical and trace evidence, 
and serology. This course will introduce 
basic applications of biological, chemical, 
physical, medical, and behavioral sciences 
along with questions of evidence and law.

439 Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Junior standing, Biology 
427 or 429, and math 327 or 328.

DESCRIPTION: This course concen-
trates on the fundamental principles of 
Chemistry and problem solving. Topics 
include atomic structure, the periodic 
table, bonds, conversions, balancing 
equations, solutions, gas laws, acids and 
bases. The emphasis is more on practical 
applications.

441 Honors Physics
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, a mini-
mum of a B in Honors Chemistry 433, as 
well as in Honors math, and department 
approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as Honors Physics 
431.

443 Physics
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, Chem-
istry 435, math 335, and/or department 
approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers the 
fundamental principles of physics. In-
cluded topics are measurement and con-
versions, motion, forces, work, energy, 
power, momentum, waves, sound, light, 
electricity, and magnetism.

444 Honors Human 
Anatomy and Physiology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, a mini-
mum of a B in Honors Physics 431, and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Same as 445 but includes 
more depth and detail of systems. High-
lights diseases, disorders, and injuries of 
the human body.

445 Human Anatomy and 
Physiology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Sophomore standing, Bi-
ology 413 or 415, math 315, or as a senior 
elective concurrently with Physics 443.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers the 
various systems of the human body 
and the structure and function of each 
particular system. The inter-working of 
various systems and the dependence of 
each system on other systems is stressed 
throughout the course.

449 Applied Physics 
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, com-
pletion of, or co-registration in, Algebra II.

DESCRIPTION: The course treats the wide 
range of physics topics, which include: 
motion, forces, vectors, momentum, 
work and energy, sound, light, speed, ac-

celeration, torque, pressure, electricity & 
magnetism, circuits, and waves. Labora-
tory experiences are integrated into this 
course.

463 Engineering: 
Principles & Practice
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Chemistry and concur-
rent registration in Physics and math 345.

DESCRIPTION: This course provides 
students with a solid introduction to 
the study of engineering. It will explore 
different engineering disciplines, such as 
mechanical, electrical, and civil. Students 
will also be exposed to the process of 
engineering problem solving. Much of 
the course will be project-oriented, with 
students working in groups on various 
engineering-type problems. Presentation 
of results will be a point of emphasis, as 
the ability to communicate results is a 
vital component of an engineer’s work.

490 Honors Science 
Independent Research
(2 semesters M, W, F) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing, a mini-
mum of a B in Honors Biology, Honors 
Chemistry and Honors Physics.

DESCRIPTION: This course allows inde-
pendent research and experimentation by 
the student or a team of students in the 
broad fields of science and engineering 
at the national and international level. 
Students are free to choose their own top-
ics of interests as long as they fall within 
the rules and regulations of the structured 
competitions. All students will submit a 
single 1,000 word essay to the DuPont 
Challenge in the fall. All students will 
compete in either the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair or the Sie-
mens Competition in Math, Science and 
Technology in the spring. Class time 
will involve research, documentation, 
group discussion, experimentation, and 
presentation. This class will meet Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday in a small 
computer lab. The students will report to 
study hall the other two days of the week.

491 AP Biology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
Honors Biology, Honors Chemistry, and 
Honors Physics (concurrently if junior), 
and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: Major emphasis is given 
to topics of molecular biology, the cell, 
living processes, genetics, recombinant-
DNA technology, evolution, ecology, and 
the structures and functions of plants and 
animals. Outside readings are a regular 
assignment in the course. Students are 
encouraged but not required to sit for the 
College Board AP exam.

493 AP Chemistry
(2 semesters) 1 credit.
PREREQUISITES: Junior standing, an A in 
Honors Chemistry 421 and department 
approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course covers the 
structure of matter, states of matter and 
types of reactions. Emphasis is placed on 
bonding, gas laws, acid-base reactions and 
equilibrium. Basic college experiments are 
an essential part of this course. Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP exam.

496 AP Environmental 
Science
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A minimum of a B in 
Honors Biology, Honors Chemistry, and 
Honors Physics (concurrently if junior), 
and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is concerned 
with the study of the environment and 
human impact on the environment. Ma-
jor areas of study include scientific meth-
od and its application, interdependence 
of the biosphere, human interaction with 
the environment, and environmental 
disasters and their results. Students are 
encouraged but not required to sit for the 
College Board AP exam.

497 AP Physics – C
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: A B+ in Honors Physics 
and concurrent registration in BC Calcu-
lus. (AB Calculus may be substituted with 
science department approval).

DESCRIPTION: This course covers two 
topics in detail: classical mechanics and 
electricity and magnetism. Methods of 
calculus are used whenever appropriate 
in formulating physical principles and 
in applying them to physical problems. 
Students are encouraged but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

Social Studies
511 Honors World 
Geography
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: World Geography in-
troduces the student to the basic skills 
and content of geography. The course 
presents major aspects of the various 
geographic regions including culture, 
natural resources, politics and economics. 
The course explores the diversity of the 
world in terms of its physical and cultural 
geography.

513, 515, 517 World 
Geography
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing and 
department approval.

DESCRIPTION: See course 511.

519 World Geography
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Freshman standing. 
Students must also be enrolled in English 
119.

DESCRIPTION: Same as for course 511 
above. Students in this course will receive 
rigorous training in basic skills in working 
with both the language and the content.

521 Honors World 
Civilization
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Placement in honors 
English and department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a survey of 
world history. While the course begins 
with the ancient river valley civilizations, 
emphasis will be given to more recent his-
tory. The course is designed to expose the 
student to political, religious, economic, 
artistic, technological and social history.

523, 525, 527, 528 World 
Civilization
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Placement by depart-
ment.

DESCRIPTION: See course 521.

532 Honors United States 
History
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors. Depart-
ment approval required.

DESCRIPTION: This is a survey course in 
American History spanning the eras of 
early colonization through the present 
day. The course is essentially chrono-
logical and is generously sprinkled with 
original phrases, opinions and excerpts 
from the periods being studied. The first 
semester essentially covers the founding 
of America through the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. The second semester 
concerns itself with the Gilded Age period 
to the present day, devoting a special seg-
ment to Modern America. This course is 
open to juniors who are in the honors 
program. The course moves at a fast pace.
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533, 537, 539 United 
States History
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Placement by department.

DESCRIPTION: This is a survey course in 
American History spanning the eras of 
early colonization through the present 
day. The first semester essentially covers 
the founding of America through the 
Civil War and Reconstruction. The second 
semester concerns itself with the Gilded 
Age period to the present day, devoting 
a special segment to modern America.

542 United States History 
(1945 to the present)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Senior standing and 
completion of U. S. History.

DESCRIPTION: This survey course is de-
signed for students who desire a more in-
depth study of post-World War II America. 
Particular attention will be focused on 
civil rights, the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War, and cultural and economic changes 
from decade to decade.

543 American 
Government
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to seniors. Stu-
dents enrolled in AP 593 may not enroll 
in this course.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed 
to allow the student to explore the ex-
ecutive, legislative and judicial branches 
of national, state and local government. 
Special emphasis will be given national 
government. The role of the presidency 
as well as outside influences (interest 
groups, PACS, etc.) on our government 
will be studied as will voting behaviors. 
The Constitution will be used as a base in 
the governmental overview.

544 Global Issues
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors.

Description: This course is designed to 
touch on today’s global and national news 
events. The main focus will be on history, 
culture and current issues throughout the 
world. Students examine trends that pro-
pel the world into the 21st century.

545 Psychology
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors.

DESCRIPTION: This course presents the 
fundamentals of psychology while explor-
ing the latest research and discoveries. The 
course seeks to motivate students to de-
velop social science and psychology skills 
as they begin to understand the behaviors 
and thinking of people around them.

549 Honors Introduction 
to Philosophy
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors with department approval.

DESCRIPTION: This college level course 
introduces the discipline of philosophy 
and its use of reason in the search for 
answers to man’s basic questions. In ex-
amining the history of ideas the following 
topics will be considered: philosophy of 
human nature, philosophy of knowl-
edge, social and political philosophy, 
ethics, logic and philosophy of existence 
(metaphysics). Also considered will be 
the weaknesses and strengths of current 
philosophic thought.

550 Economics 
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors.

DESCRIPTION: This course provides stu-
dents with information and practice for 
making rational economic choices in the 
roles of entrepreneur, producer/worker, 
consumer, and citizen.

591 AP United States 
History
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors with 
Honors World Civilization 521 and de-
partment approval.

DESCRIPTION: This course is a detailed 
survey of American History. The course 
makes extensive use of primary and sec-
ondary sources and students are expected 
to work independently and at a rapid pace. 
Students are encouraged but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

592 AP European History
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors. Department approval required.

DESCRIPTION: This college level course, 
for students with a special interest in 
history, covers European history from c. 
1400 to the present. The course is based 
on political and diplomatic events for its 
chronology, but will also cover economic, 
intellectual and cultural periods. Students 
are encouraged but not required to sit for 
the College Board AP exam.

593 AP United States 
Government and Politics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to seniors. Depart-
ment approval required.

DESCRIPTION: This advanced placement 
course on politics and government in the 
United States involves both the study of 
general concepts used to interpret Ameri-
can politics and the analysis of specific 
case studies. Topics include: constitutional 
underpinnings of American government, 
political beliefs and behaviors, political 
parties and interest groups, institutions 
and policy processes of national govern-
ment, civil rights and civil liberties. Stu-
dents are encouraged but not required to 
sit for the College Board AP exam.

595 AP Psychology
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors with department approval.

DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this course 
is to introduce students to the systematic 
and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and 
other animals.   Students are exposed to 
the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with the major sub-
fields of psychology.  They also learn about 
the methods psychologists use in their 
science and practice.  (From the Advanced 
Placement Course Description for Psychology, 
published by the College Board.) Students 
study the major core concepts and theories 
of psychology.  They will learn the basics 
of psychological research; they will devise 
simple research projects, interpret and 
generalize from results, and evaluate the 
validity of findings. Students will be able to 
apply psychological concepts to their lives 
and will learn about the ethical standards 
that govern psychologists’ work. The course 
will also treat Catholic contributions to 
the field such as Augustine’s Confessions, 
the first autobiography in world literature. 
Students are encouraged, but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

598 AP Comparative 
Government and Politics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to seniors. Course 
543 or 593 and department approval 
required.

DESCRIPTION: Comparative Govern-
ment and Politics introduces the students 
to fundamental concepts used by political 
scientists to study the processes and out-
comes of politics in a variety of countries. 
China, Great Britain, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Russia, and Iran are the core countries 
studied. This course aims to illustrate the 
rich diversity of political life, and to com-
municate to students the importance of 
global, political, and economic changes. 
Students are encouraged but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

Fine Arts/
Visual Arts

620 Introduction to Art
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

820 Honors Introduction 
to Art
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students 
enrolled in an Honors English course (or 
placement by the instructor).

DESCRIPTION: Beginning art students 
learn the elements and principles of 
design through hands-on projects in 
drawing, painting, sculpture, collage, and 
other media. They also explore how these 
elements and principles occur through-
out the history of art. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

615 Multi-Media 
Construction
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of an intro-
ductory art course with minimum course 
and studio grades of C.

815 Honors Multi-Media 
Construction
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as above with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore 3-dimen-
sional design with projects in carving, con-
struction, and assemblage of foam, brick, 
plaster, wire, and wood. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

621 Beginning Ceramics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors (sophomores may enroll with 
department approval). Completion an 
introductory art course with minimum 
course and studio grades of C.

821 Honors Beginning 
Ceramics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as above with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students create pottery 
and clay structures with a variety of hand-
building techniques. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

603 Honors Intermediate 
Ceramics
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 621/821 
and either 627/687 or 615/815 with 
course and studio grade of B.

DESCRIPTION: Students will work with 
clay construction and glazing as well as 
practicing professional studio manage-
ment techniques. Outside class time is 
required. Students will throw on the pot-
ter’s wheel and keep a sketchbook.

627 Drawing 
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of an intro-
ductory art course with minimum course 
and studio grades of C.

687 Honors Drawing
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as above with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students develop their 
drawing skills in the context of the ele-
ments and principles of design. They learn 
gesture, contour, perspective, portrait, 
landscape, and figure drawing using a wide 
variety of drawing media. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

630 Honors Studio Art
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of Honors 
Painting with course and studio grades of 
A. Students must also submit a portfolio 
and be approved by the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore ad-
vanced 2-D work in this pre-AP course. 
This course is good preparation for AP 
Studio Art.

624 Digital Photography
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of an intro-
ductory art course with minimum course 
and studio grades of B. Students must 
provide their own digital camera.

625 Honors Digital 
Photography
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 620 or 
820 with course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students continue to 
explore the principles of 2-dimensional 
design through the lens of the digital 
photographic camera. Students will com-
plete projects with editing techniques 
used with industry-standard computer 
programs such as Adobe Photoshop. 
Students will also learn how to operate 
the basic camera functions in manual 
settings. Honors students will supple-
ment their course work with research and 
analytical projects.

602 Honors Photography II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of digital 
photography with course and studio 
grades of A. Students must provide their 
own 35mm camera with full manual 
options.

DESCRIPTION: Students learn the analog 
photography technique of processing 
black and white film. Students develop 
prints from their own negatives and oper-
ate basic camera functions.

817 Honors Painting
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of drawing 
course 627 or 687 with course and studio 
grades of B.

DESCRIPTION: Students learn acrylic and 
watercolor painting skills while deepen-
ing their understanding of the elements 
and principles of design. Honors students 
complete more complex assignments.

669 Honors Specialized 
Art
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 603, 829, 
Honors Painting, or Honors Photography 
II with course and studio grades of B. Stu-
dents must also submit a portfolio and be 
approved by the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: In this pre-AP course, 
students work at an advanced level in 
one of the following visual arts disci-
plines: drawing, painting, photography, 
graphic design, multi-media construction 
or ceramics. This course is for highly-
motivated, self-directed students who are 
willing to devote a significant amount 
of time to class projects outside school 
hours. This course is good preparation 
for AP Studio Art.
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691 AP Studio Art: 
2 Dimensional
(2 semesters) 1 credit

692 AP Studio Art: 
Drawing
(2 semesters) 1 credit

693 AP Studio Art: 
3 Dimensional
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of either 
630 or 669 with course and studio grades 
of B. Students must submit a portfolio and 
be approved by the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: These college-level courses 
are for the serious, highly motivated stu-
dent who has considered majoring in art in 
college. Students are required submit an art 
portfolio to the College Board AP program.

Fine arts/
DRAMA

673 Acting I     
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

674 Honors Acting I 
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Placement by the in-
structor.

DESCRIPTION: This course is intended 
primarily for students not involved in 
extracurricular drama. With a focus on 
performance and improvisational tech-
niques, this class helps students learn 
about theatre as well as mastering perfor-
mance skills that can be used in life. No 
previous theatre experience is necessary. 
All class performances and rehearsals take 
place during class time. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects. Students 
with previous experience in drama should be-
gin their curricular drama studies with 675.

675 Honors Acting II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 673 or 674 
with minimum course and studio grades 
of B or a signature from a drama director.

DESCRIPTION: Students focus on 
advanced work in creating a character 
both f rom scr ipted sources  and 
improvisations. Honors students will 
supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects. Students 
with previous extracurricular or professional 
experience in drama should begin their 
curricular acting studies with this class.

676 Honors Acting III
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 675 with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students deepen their 
skills in working with styles of acting.

677 Honors Acting IV
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 676 with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore special-
ized acting techniques including per-
forming for film, TV, commercials, and 
professional auditions.

600 Honors Performance 
in Context
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Approval of the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: In this independent-study 
class, a student will research, explore, and 
reflect on his performance in shows out-
side the school day. He will keep a journal 
analyzing his experience in current shows 
as well as researching previous produc-
tions of those shows and applicable acting 
techniques. This independent-study course 
is not scheduled during the school day; all 
work is done outside regular school hours. The 
course is open both to technicians and actors.

FINE ARTS / 
DIGITAL MEDIA

604 Film Study
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors.

605 Honors Film Study
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors with a B in English.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study a 
variety of movies and learn to respond 
intelligently to films. They will explore 
major developments in film, cinematic 
techniques, and analyze specific films 
and genres. They will also master re-
viewing current films. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

607 Digital Filmmaking
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 604, 605 
or special permission from the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: This class focuses on film-
making with digital media. Topics will 
include preproduction, cinematography, 
visual storytelling, audio, and lighting. 
There will also be a heavy emphasis on 
editing and digital effects.

628 Introduction to 
Graphic Computer Design
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of an intro-
ductory art course with minimum course 
and studio grades of C.

688 Honors Introduction 
to Graphic Computer 
Design
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Same as bove with 
course and studio grades of A.

DESCRIPTION: Students continue to 
explore the principles of 2-dimensional 
design through hands-on creation of 
designs, manipulation of photos, and 
analysis of master works of art using 
industry-standard computer programs 
such as Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Il-
lustrator as well as using digital cameras 
and flatbed scanners. Honors students 
will supplement their course work with 
research and analytical projects.

829 Honors Graphic 
Computer Design II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 628 or 
688 with course and studio grades of B 
and the approval of the Graphic Design 
teacher.

DESCRIPTION: This course focuses on 
multiple approaches to visual commu-
nication through creating brochures, 
logo and package designs, ad campaign 
development, and layouts for magazines, 
newspapers, books and illustrations. Us-
ing Adobe CS2 Suite, students will hone 
their skills from 628 or 688 and apply this 
knowledge to graphic visual problems.

Fine arts/
HUMANITIES

694 AP Art History
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors who meet one of the 
following criteria: a) currently enrolled 
in an Honors or AP course in English or 
social studies, b) earned at least a B in a 
semester of Honors Humanities, or c) are 
taking (or have taken) AP Studio Art.

DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to 
provide the same benefits to secondary 
school students as those provided by an 
introductory college course in art history: 

an understanding and enjoyment of ar-
chitecture, sculpture, painting, and other 
art forms within historical and cultural 
contexts. In this course, students examine 
major forms of artistic expression from 
the past, present, and from a variety of 
cultures. They learn to look at works of 
art critically, with intelligence and sensi-
tivity, and to articulate what they see or 
experience. No prior exposure to art his-
tory is required. However, students who 
have done well in humanities, history, lit-
erature, or in any of the advanced studio 
arts are especially encouraged to enroll. 
Students are encouraged but not required 
to sit for the College Board AP exam.

Fine arts/
MUSIC

642 Instrumental Music
(2 semesters) 1 credit

644 Instrumental Music
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students. 
Some previous experience is recom-
mended. Private lessons are encouraged 
but not required.

DESCRIPTION: In this course, students 
who play piano, string instruments, gui-
tar, bass, and drums explore their talents 
through group instruction and perfor-
mance. Students will learn how to listen 
and play in an ensemble. Performances 
are mandatory.

695 Instrumental Music II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Instrumental Music 644, 
Jazz Combo, and/or teacher approval.

DESCRIPTION: In this course, students 
who play piano, string instruments, gui-
tar, bass, and drums further develop their 
talents through performances and group 
instruction. Performances are mandatory.

646 Band I
(2 semesters) 1 credit

601 Band I
(1 semester) 1/2 credit

626 Honors Band I
(2 semesters) 1 credit

610 Honors Band I
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all wind and 
brass players. Percussion, guitar, bass, and 
keyboard players need approval from the 
instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students will explore the 
12 major scales, rhythm studies, balance, 
blend, and concert music. After school 
rehearsals and performances are man-
datory. Honors students are required to 
participate in the KMEA Solo/Ensemble 
Festival. Honors students will supplement 
their course work with research and ana-
lytical projects.

613 Honors Band II
(2 semesters) 1 credit

614 Honors Band II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of Band I or 
Honors Band I with a grade of B or better.

DESCRIPTION: Students build upon the 
performance skills and knowledge base 
learned in Band I.

618 Honors Band III
(2 semesters) 1 credit

619 Honors Band III
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of Honors 
Band II with a grade of B or better.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore addi-
tional styles of music as they deepen their 
instrumental mastery.

632 Honors Band IV
(2 semesters) 1 credit

631 Honors Band IV
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of Honors 
Band III with a grade of B or better.

DESCRIPTION: As well as increasing the 
mastery of their chosen instrument(s), 
students develop leadership skills and 
explore post-high school outlets for their 
musical talents.

806 Honors Jazz Combo
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Previous musical experi-
ence and the approval of the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: This class is for both 
vocalists and students who play guitar, 
bass, percussion, piano, wind, and other 
instruments. Through performance and 
discussion, students will explore how to 
perform different contemporary musical 
styles including jazz, blues, funk, rock, 
and Latin. Students will learn about the 
musicians who created the music as well 
as how to play and sing it. This is a class 
for musicians who are serious about im-
proving their skills and knowledge.

653 Introduction to Music 
History
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

853 Honors Introduction 
to Music History
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students 
with a B in English or placement by the 
instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students learn how to lis-
ten to music and how to critique it as they 
explore the history of music throughout 
the world from its earliest forms through 
rock and other types of music today. No 
previous music experience is necessary. 
Honors students will supplement their 
course work with research and analytical 
projects.

608 Music with a Message
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

808 Honors Music with a 
Message
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students 
with a B in English or placement by the 
instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students will study music 
that has dealt with such topical issues as 
civil rights, war and peace, labor unions, 
and abuse. No previous music experience 
is necessary. Honors students will supple-
ment their course work with research and 
analytical projects.

655 Percussion I
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students. 
Students are required to purchase drum-
sticks.

DESCRIPTION: Students learn to play the 
snare drum and various percussion key-
boards including xylophone, marimba, 
and vibraphone. One recital performance 
is mandatory.

656 Percussion II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 655 with 
minimum course and studio grades of B.

DESCRIPTIONS: Students perform ad-
vanced work on the snare drum and 
keyboard instruments and learn to play 
the hand drums and world percussion in-
struments. Students must perform in the 
class recital and the KMEA Solo/Ensemble 
Festival. Note: This course will be offered in 
the spring semester only.

Course Offerings 10-11.indd   7 1/8/10   2:19 PM



858 Honors Music Theory
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students 
with previous musical experience and 
instructor’s approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students explore basic 
music knowledge while developing their 
skills in analyzing music, constructing 
music (composition), and recognizing 
patterns in music. This course concen-
trates on reading and writing music and 
on standard music notation. This course 
is recommended for students who plan 
to study music in college.

670 AP Music Theory
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Completion of 858 with 
a grade of B or better or the approval of 
the instructor.

DESCRIPTION: The ultimate goal of this 
college-level course is to develop a stu-
dent’s ability to recognize, understand, 
and describe the basic materials and pro-
cesses of music. The student will develop 
his aural, sight-singing, written, music-
compositional, and analytic skills. After 
mastery of the rudiments and terminol-
ogy of pitches, intervals, scales and key, 
chords, metric organization, notational 
skills, and rhythmic patterns, students will 
progress to more sophisticated and cre-
ative tasks such as melodic and harmonic 
dictation, composition of a bass line for 
a given melody, realization of a figured 
bass, realization of a Roman numeral 
progression, analysis of repertoire, and 
sight-singing. Students are encouraged 
but not required to sit for the College 
Board AP exam.

660 Choral Music
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students.

668 Honors Choral Music
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all students 
with a B in English or placement by the 
instructor.

DESCRIPTION: Students sing as part of 
a male chorus and develop their ability 
to read music. Students are not required 
to participate in extracurricular musical 
activities. Honors students will supple-
ment their course work with research and 
analytical projects.

FINE ARTS/
CREATIVE 
WRITING

679 Creative Writing I
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors with a serious interest 
in creative writing and the recommenda-
tion of their current English teacher.

696 Honors Creative 
Writing I
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors enrolled in AP, Hon-
ors, or level 3 English.

DESCRIPTION: Students develop their 
personal writing style through a variety 
of imaginative writing activities includ-
ing short stories, poems, and screenplays. 
Honors students will supplement their 
course work with various projects.

697 Honors Creative 
Writing II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 679 or 696.

DESCRIPTION: Students work on indi-
vidually-chosen writing projects such 
as a full-length screenplay, a novel, or a 
collection of poems. They also learn about 
publishing by working as editors of the 
school literary magazine.

698 Honors Creative 
Writing III
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 697 and depart-
ment approval.

DESCRIPTION: Students work on refining 
their individual voice and style as they 
develop an individual creative writing 
project for possible publication or produc-
tion. They also learn about publishing by 
working as editors of the school literary 
magazine.

699 Honors Creative 
Writing IV
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 698

DESCRIPTION: Students polish their own 
work for possible publication or produc-
tion. They also learn about publishing by 
working as editors of the school literary 
magazine.

HEALTH *
PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

711 Physical Education
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Required for all fresh-
men.

DESCRIPTION: Physical Education is 
offered to all freshmen throughout the 
year. Physical Education offers a variety of 
individual and team activities to improve 
the aerobic endurance, muscular strength, 
muscular endurance, and flexibility of the 
individual student. Participation and ef-
fort are stressed. Physical Education may 
be waived only with a signed physician’s 
statement. St. Xavier gym suit is required. 
This is a Pass/Fail course.

712 Health Education
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Required for all fresh-
men.

DESCRIPTION: Health classes are de-
signed to provide information in such a 
way that it influences the student to take 
positive actions about his health. The 
major topics covered are nutrition, first 
aid, drug and alcohol abuse, sexuality, 
cardiovascular diseases and AIDS educa-
tion. Students also learn how the skeletal, 
muscular, circulatory, and respiratory 
systems contribute to overall health. This 
is a graded course.

724 Strength & Fitness
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to all juniors and 
seniors. Class size is limited to 24. 

DESCRIPTION: This course includes basic 
Kinesiology, weight lifting techniques, 
discussion of exercises and workouts used 
for specific sports, cardiovascular training, 
flexibility, nutrition and discussion of 
steroid use. This is a graded course.

DRAFTING
731 Mechanical Drawing I
(2 semesters) 1 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors and seniors.

DESCRIPTION: Mechanical Drawing I is a 
basic drawing course in which the student 
learns to communicate in technical and 
industrial terms. It provides the student 
with a broad background in all phases of 
the drawing and reading of blueprints. 
This course is especially beneficial to 
students planning to attend engineering 
or architectural school or enter into vari-
ous trades.

732 Mechanical Drawing II
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: 731 and 733.

DESCRIPTION: Students learn the fun-
damental principles of residential de-
sign and construction. The student will 
develop and draw an original design of 
a house of their choice. This house is a 
semester project. Any student thinking 
about architecture in college or who is just 
interested in general design should take 
this course. Approximately two hours of 
outside work per week would be needed. 
This course is for juniors and seniors.

733 Computer Aided 
Drafting
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Mechanical Drawing I 
and teacher approval.

DESCRIPTION: By using the Auto CAD 
System, the students will be introduced 
to the concepts of the computer aided 
drafting equipment, terminology and 
theory of operation. The course will teach 
the skills needed to enable the students 
to create both working and schematic 
drawings.

BUSINESS 
COURSES

741 Accounting (Part I)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors.

DESCRIPTION: A brief introductory 
course in the theory of accounting. This 
course covers the accounting cycle.

742 Accounting (Part II)
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Course 741

DESCRIPTION: The continuation of 
course 741, including payroll, inventory, 
special journals and other topics. Students 
are expected to complete a simulation set.

743 Personal Finance
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PREREQUISITES: Open to juniors and 
seniors.

DESCRIPTION: This course is an intro-
duction to personal money management 
and finance. Topics include personal 
income and taxes, budgeting, dealing 
with inflation, managing checking and 
savings accounts, life/auto/home insur-
ance, mortgage and personal loans, credit 
cards, debit cards, personal credit ratings, 
investments, and other financial issues for 
entering the adult world.

756 Business 
Administration
(1 semester) 1/2 credit
PrerequisiteS: Open to seniors.

Description: This course covers a wide 
range of general business topics, while 
focusing on entrepreneurship, manage-
ment, marketing, business ethics, and 
professional leadership skills.

757 Keyboarding and 
Word Processing
(1 semester) 1/2 credit.
PREREQUISITES: Open to sophomores, 
juniors and seniors.

DESCRIPTION: This course introduces 
students to the touch-keying method. 
Focus will be on keyboarding technique, 
speed development, and processing docu-
ments such as business letters, memos, 
MLA reports, and tables. Word Processing 
in Microsoft Office 2007 will be intro-
duced. Many students at least double 
their typing rate as a result of this course.

900 COURSES
909 1st Semester Study Hall 
(1 semester)
A study hall may be elected each year.

910 2nd Semester Study Hall 
(1 semester)

note:
Courses lacking sufficient 
enrollment may be 
cancelled.

GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS

Listed below are the courses required for 
graduation. It is the responsibility of every 
student to know and understand the gen-
eral information in this booklet. All stu-
dents graduating from Saint Xavier will 
have the necessary courses and credits to 
satisfy the requirements for both the Ken-
tucky State Board of Education and the 
Pre-College Curriculum as determined by 
the Kentucky Council on Higher Educa-
tion. Potential NCAA athletes need to re-
view eligibility requirements. In addition 
to coursework, students must complete at 
least 20 hours of approved service before 
they may receive their senior schedule. 
Should you have a question, please make 
an appointment to see the Assistant Prin-
cipal for Studies.

REQUIRED 
SUBJECTS

Theology......................... 4 credits

English............................ 4 credits

Foreign Language ........... 2 credits
(consecutive years in the same 
language)

Mathematics.................... 3 credits

Science............................. 3 credits
(Biology & two additional lab 
sciences)

Social Studies................... 3 credits
(To include US History & World 
Civilization)

Physical Education/ 
Health Education............. 1 credit

Fine Arts........................... 1 credit

Electives........................... 5 credits

TOTAL........................... 26 credits
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