
December 10, 2019 
Tuesday of the 2nd Week of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Matthew 18:12-14 
 

A voice proclaims: 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD! 
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
every mountain and hill made low; 
The rugged land shall be a plain, 
the rough country, a broad valley. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together; 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken! 

- Isaiah 40:3-5  

 
Sometimes the words of scripture during Advent are enough to bring me to tears.  Today’s 
reading from Isaiah is one of those occasions.  With the ankle problems I’ve been having this 
Fall, maybe it’s just the attraction of having all of the valleys filled in and the rugged land made 
into a plain that makes this sound so good to me!  But, of course, it’s more than that. 
 
These words in the book of the prophet Isaiah are actually the beginning of Second Isaiah, a 
writer in the spirit of his predecessor whose job was to comfort the people returning to 
Jerusalem after the Babylonian Exile.  He speaks words of encouragement, reminding them that 
their time of exile now brings the opportunity for peace and justice.  He also reminds them, 
though, that this is only possible when we commit ourselves to the covenant relationship that 
God has established with us.  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., used these words in his I Have a Dream speech.  Dr. King 
envisioned a world where a commitment to social justice would remove the valleys, the rough 
places, the obstacles to peace and love in our world.  He longed for a faith that would shake all 
of us up and “hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.” He dreamed that “With this 
faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood.”  And this justice, he said, will reveal the glory of the Lord, indeed! 
 
I remember one of the first times I pondered these words.  I was in high school in Olympia, 
Washington, and our choir teacher took our school choir on a field trip to a Messiah singalong in 
Seattle.  This was a popular Christmastime tradition when I was growing up and there were 
many hundreds of people – maybe close to a thousand – in the concert hall!  Isaiah’s words 
above are the opening lines of Handel’s famous oratorio.  I was swept away, as that first chorus 
started and our voices filled the air as we sang, “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed...”  I 
was sure Heaven itself had to sound like that! 
 
Here’s a link to that chorus.  Find a quiet opportunity today to listen and envision the world of 
justice and peace that can be created when we work to build the Kingdom that Jesus came to 
teach us about, and how creating the Kingdom reveals the glory of the Lord. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuog35ZBBfM

