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Judges 13:2-7  
2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. His wife was 
barren, having borne no children. 3 And the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, 

“Although you are barren, having borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a son. 4 Now be 

careful not to drink wine or strong drink, or to eat anything unclean, 5 for you shall conceive and bear a 

son. No razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth. It is he who shall 

begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” 6 Then the woman came and told her husband, 

“A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like that of an angel[b] of God, most awe-inspiring; 

I did not ask him where he came from, and he did not tell me his name; 7 but he said to me, ‘You shall 

conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy 
shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.’” 

 
Judges 13:24-25  
24 The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD blessed him. 25 The 

spirit of the LORD began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 

 
Luke 1:5-25  

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were 

righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 
Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, 

according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now 

at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 

Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will 
name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the 

spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah 

said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 

speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, which 

will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a 

vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of 

service was ended, he went to his home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+13%3A2-7%2CJudges+13%3A24-25%2CLuke+1%3A5-25&version=NRSVCE#fen-NRSVCE-6891b


24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the 

disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

 

Today’s readings are not as much about having children as they are about being open to the 
role that God has planned for each of us. Most of us have an idea of how we think our future will 
look, and that’s ok. At the same time, in order to allow Him to work within each of our lives, we 
must understand that our “plan” might take a detour. Below I have shared an example of how 
God’s plan has overridden my own and had impact in my life.  

_________ 

I am type A. I like for things to look and be a certain way. I am organized and orderly. I like to be 
in control of my surroundings. I’ve always had a “plan” for my life and, it was supposed to unfold 
according to these standards, just the way I wanted it to. Steps outside of the “plan” make me 
uncomfortable.  

But, I have children so you can guess how that goes. Needless to say, I’ve had to learn and 
adapt. My first two children were born without incident. Pretty standard. Our family grew and I 
was able to stick to my “plan.” I had a nice home, a happy family and a successful career in 
which I was being promoted faster than I could keep up with! Things were pretty simple. We 
thought our family was complete but, surprise! Baby #3!  

Of course, we welcomed Asher with much love and happiness. But, we were told upon his 
delivery that he had been born with a craniosynostosis – this meant that the soft spot on his 
head was fused at birth and was placing pressure on his brain. We had to get him to a 
neurosurgeon immediately, which we did. The neurosurgeon informed us that Asher would 
undergo surgery to remove a portion of his skull in order to release the pressure and allow his 
brain to grow. This was not optional. It had to be done. I didn’t know it at the time but, this was 
the moment that my “plan” for my life was no longer my own.   

The months that followed were not focused on job promotions or a bigger house but instead, on 
being what I needed to become for Asher and his recovery. My priorities and resources were 
shifted. We got through it and Asher healed. Today, all that Asher has to show physically from 
his surgery is a scar. Back to my plan, right? Wrong. Asher is smart and full of joy, but continues 
to struggle with some neurological differences that affect his life in many ways and are not always 
understood by others. The struggles he has weren’t a part of the “plan.” The new plan instead 
focuses on helping Asher, and the rest of our family, navigate through the difficult days. The 
challenges we face were never a part of my “plan” but I have to believe that God intended this 
role for our family. Through His plan, Asher has brought so many more blessing to our family 
and those around us than my “plan” would have ever delivered. With love and understanding, 
we are open to embracing it. 
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