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Congratulations, gentlemen, we have reached the closing 

speech of your high school experience --- one that has been a 

journey into manhood, of becoming the “Men of the Class of 

2019,” an intellectual and spiritual journey, a time of physical 

growth and one of personal character development. 

  

In Your Experience 

 

I trust you: 

 Have been pushed academically and have endured your 

challenges --- all of which have formed the character of 

the men that you are. 

 

I hope that you: 

 Have formed relationships for a lifetime with those 

seated around you and with our wonderful faculty and 

staff.   

 

I hope, in all facets of your St. X education and experience: 

 Each of us has tried to support you, at times pushing you 

out of your comfort zone, broadening your experiences, 

challenging you to see your talents and to expect more 

out of yourself, and encouraging you to be more aware of 

those around you.  

 

I hope that,  

 Each of these relationships and encounters is viewed as 

gifts;  

 Each person a gift, and treasured forever.   
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You see, your time at St. X is not really about the facts or the 

honors, awards or championships earned, and really not so 

much about the grades you achieved or where you will go to 

college. 

 

Your St. X education is an experience about YOU ---- 

It is about you… 

 Becoming aware of the world around you, sensitive to 

different cultures and responsive to the needs of others ---

near and far;  

 Learning how to think, where to find information, and 

how to articulate your thoughts, think logically, problem-

solve; 

 Developing values that put you on solid ground to act 

confidently and with moral integrity as you find your 

mission and become compassionate leaders who offer 

wisdom, but also mercy and healing love to all men and 

women, especially those in the margins of our world. 

 

Your St. X experience has been about… 

 you growing up, becoming self-disciplined and having 

self-respect; 

 about learning of those you can depend upon and 

especially about being accountable for yourself; 

 It has been about community --- a team working together 

as a Band of Brothers ---a family.   
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Through the experience of the four-year process, and along 

with your St. X education, you have developed the man in the 

boy, who is ready and willing to work in the service of others.   

 

As you move forward from this day… my charge for you is to:  

 

 Be a person of impeccable integrity; 

 Push yourself; accept nothing but your best;  

 You have great power deep within, allowing you to be 

confident and bold as you bring creative energy and fresh 

perspectives to the issues of our age; 

 Be a man for others; be the change you want to see in this 

world;   

 

And remember to lean on others when you need a friend.  

That’s what this brotherhood is about! 

 

Finally, your Catholic education is about faith: 

 In yourself; 

 In one another; 

 In the goodness of people; 

 In believing in something bigger than yourself --- in God. 

 

Graduates, as you leave St. X, know that you always will be in 

our prayers, and wherever your path may lead, you will 

always have a home here, where you will be welcomed.   

 

We look forward to hearing about your journey and 

experiences.   
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Thus, as we close, let us bless the work that you have yet to 

do…. 

 I ask all of the St. X grads to stand.  

 

Gentlemen, look around; feel the support and know that they 

welcome you as brother alumni. 

 

 And now I ask all to stand as we ask God to watch over 

and bless you: 

 

God of creation, continue the good work begun in 

these your sons.  May they be faithful, strive to do 

what is right, and live your Gospel, bringing peace, 

care and hope to all they meet.  May they work humbly 

and simply, yet with great zeal to bring compassion to 

a needy world, trusting in your wisdom and reflecting 

your friendship to all. 

 

 

Good luck, Class of 2019!  

 

 

 

 

 


