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Alma Mater
Lyrics and Music by Brother Edward Joseph, C.F.X.
Additional Lyrics by Richard E. Mattingly ’68

Hail Saint Xavier Alma Mater,
hail we pledge our loyalty,
May thy sons be ever faithful,
ever true to thee.
Let thy praises roar,
thundering to the sky.
We will ever love thee,
dear Saint Xavier High.
Hail Saint Xavier Alma Mater,
hail we respect thy legacy,
We are brothers called
to serve in God’s community.
Let our zeal explode;
let our spirit fly.
We are proud to be the men,
of Saint Xavier High.

Thomas P. Borders

Thomas P. Borders graduated from Saint Xavier
High School in 1961, when the campus was located in
downtown Louisville at the corner of 2nd Street
and Broadway. While at St. X, Tom was a class officer,
a member of the National Honor Society, co-captain
of the Tiger Football team, and a scholar athlete
graduating among the best students in the class.
After St. X, he obtained his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Notre Dame and his master’s degree from the
University of Michigan. Both degrees were in English.
In 1971, Tom co-founded Borders Book Shop with his brother Louis
and served as Chief Executive Officer. During his tenure, their bookstore
business quadrupled in size. The Borders brothers opened their first
“superstore” in 1985 and added a wholesale business known as BIS (Book
Inventory Systems), which became the inventory supplier for Louisvillefan-favorite Hawley-Cooke Booksellers. By the early 1990s, Borders Books
was a household name in the Midwest, and many considered it the premier
superstore chain of the decade. Sales topped out at $100 million, and
the company was sold in 1992. Prior to starting the business, Tom taught
English at Bellarmine College.
Tom is currently President of Midtown Group in Austin, Texas. He is
a founding member of the Bank of Ann Arbor in Michigan and has served
on its board since 1996. He has been a member of the Harry Ransom Center
(the University of Texas at Austin) Advisory Council for 18 years and is
the former chairman. Tom is also a member of the Tapestry Foundation’s
board of directors.
Tom becomes the third member of the St. X Class of 1961 to be named an
Outstanding Alumnus, joining William T. Heavrin and Raymond J. Weis.
He also holds the honor of being a member of the St. X Alumni Hall
of Honors. Tom is the oldest of four brothers who attended St. X.
In addition to Louis, a member of the St. X Class of 1966, Daniel and
Christopher graduated in 1969 and 1972, respectively.
Tom and his wife, Carmel, a Sacred Heart graduate, reside in Austin,
Texas. They have three children and seven grandchildren.

