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This is a great night for you and your families, and a great 
event for Saint Xavier High School! 
 
Gentlemen, we have reached the closing speech of your high 
school experience --- one that has been a journey into 
manhood, of becoming the “Men of the Class of 2018,” an 
intellectual and spiritual journey, a time of physical growth 
and one of personal character development. 
 
I trust that you have been pushed academically and personally 
and know clearly that you have endured challenges --- all of 
which have formed the character of the men that you are. 
 
I hope that you have formed relationships for a lifetime with 
those seated around you and with our wonderful faculty and 
staff.  Each of us has tried to support you, at times pushing 
you out of your comfort zone, broadening your experiences, 
challenging you to see your talents and to expect more out of 
yourself, and encouraging you to be more aware of those 
around you. Each of these relationships and encounters is a 
gift, each person a gift. 
• Think of the opportunities you have had ---the first time 

for this or that during your high school days… 
o Who was there with you?  Who were the people 

around the experience?  Treasure them! 



• Think of the honors you and your classmates have 
received, of those who have been leaders among you; 
those who have been loyal to you or to a task; 

• Think of your favorite classes, teachers and activities; 
those who challenged you the most; those you wouldn’t 
trade for anything; How will you emulate them?   

• Remember your retreats; your 4th Day - that spiritual 
journey of being aware of God’s presence to you in the 
ordinary experiences of life and of God’s unconditional 
love for you continues as you leave St. X. 
o What will a snap shot of your 4th Day journey look 

like a year from now or at your next graduation? 
• How are you different today than you were as freshmen?  

Some of you were naïve, some nervous, some behind in 
skills, some never had to study, some had done little or 
no homework; yet all were talented and searching… 
o Do you see a difference in your friends and 

classmates which may be attributable to the time 
you have shared at St. X? ….to your class?? 

o That is the community experience that marks St. X; 
o That is the St. X Band of Brothers ---living the 

mission and embracing the future; 
o The rules, procedures, traditions and expectations 

that might not have made sense at first are all part of 
the folklore of St. X --- and now part of you --- and 
always all part of the plan!  We have talked about 
community a lot over the years.  Does it make sense 
now if it didn’t four years ago or even last semester? 

 
You see, your time at St. X is not really about the facts 
memorized or not; the honors, awards or championships 



earned or not; or even most about the grades you achieved or 
where you will go to college. 
 
Your St. X education is most an experience about YOU ----
One… 
• Of becoming aware of the world around you, sensitive to 

different cultures and responsive to the needs of others --- 
those close and those far from your experience as we 
have discussed during international events and as some 
have seen in Appalachia, Belize and Jamaica; 

• Of learning how to think, where to find information, and 
how to express your thoughts logically and articulately; 

• Of developing values that put you on solid ground to act 
confidently and with moral integrity as you find your 
mission and become compassionate leaders who offer 
wisdom, but also mercy and healing love to all men and 
women, especially those in the margins of our world. 

• Your St. X experience has been about you growing up, 
becoming self-disciplined and having self-respect; 

• ….about learning of those you can depend upon and 
especially about being accountable for yourself; 

• Again, it has been about community --- a team working 
together as a Band of Brothers ---Tigers ---X-Men ---The 
Class of 2018. 

 
Realize there won’t always be tangible benefits for doing what 
is good for the whole.  Keep the attitude and stick with doing 
what is right anyway.  Such a spirit will move you forward. 
 
• Push yourself; 



• Accept nothing but your best; you have great power deep 
within, allowing you to be confident and bold as you 
bring creative energy and fresh perspectives to the issues 
of our age; 

• And remember to lean on others when you need a friend.  
That’s what this brotherhood is about! 

 
Finally, your Catholic education is about faith: 
• In yourself; 
• In one another; 
• In the goodness of people; 
• In believing in something bigger than yourself --- in God. 

 
Flannery O’Connor, the fine Southern American author from 
Savannah, GA, who died young in 1964 after battling lupus, 
was best known for her short stories.  Often depicting violent 
or personally challenging realities that brought her characters 
and subsequent readers to a realization of the life we face and 
our challenge to do something about those realities, O’Connor 
described her work as “being about the action of Grace in the 
world.”  Think about that ---- Grace in the world ---- and the 
parallel to our Xaverian Fundamental Principle to see God at 
work in the common, ordinary, unspectacular flow of a given 
day.  O’Connor said, “Faith is what someone knows to be true 
whether they believe it or not.” 
 
Realize that your graduation today is really only the beginning 
of the great things you can accomplish. I challenge you to 
integrate your St. X experience as your life unfolds with 



chapters yet to be written, read, performed and lived.  I think 
that education will serve you well. 
 
Graduates, as you leave St. X, know that you always will be in 
our prayers at St. X, and that wherever your path may lead, 
you will always have a home here where you will be very 
welcome.  We look forward to hearing about your journey. 
   
Thus, as we close, let us bless the work that you have yet to 
do…. 
• I ask all of the St. X grads to stand. Gentlemen, look 

around; feel the support and know that they welcome you 
as brother alumni. 

• And now I ask all to stand as we ask God to watch over 
and bless you: 

God of creation, continue the good work begun in 
these your sons.  May they be faithful, strive to do 
what is right, and live your Gospel, bringing peace, 
care and hope to all they meet.  May they work humbly 
and simply, yet with great zeal to bring compassion to 
a needy world, trusting in your wisdom and reflecting 
your friendship to all. 
     
              AMEN ---- SIGN OF THE CROSS 

 
Alma Mater 
 
Good luck, Class of 2018!  


